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confessor. Such were typical examples of
this mediaeval law, which resembled a turnpike
road, with toll-gates set, not to hinder traffic,
but to raise a revenue. The ultimate author
of all these licences was the Pope, who was
greater than the law. And undoubtedly the
Popes did a great service to society by over-
ruling and interpreting away many angulari-
ties and extravagances of their canon law, to
which law, it must be said, our existing
jurisprudence is deeply indebted. Now this
law, being universal, was wholly applicable
to England as to other countries. As Arch-
bishop Peckham of Canterbury said, those
whom Peter binds with the chain of his laws
are bound in the court of the supreme and
heavenly Emperor. God Himself is defined
in feudal terms. It was true that long-
established custom contrary to the law was
regarded as locally annulling the latter;
but such exceptions were few, and apart from
them the English Church could not disclaim
obedienee. Its Convocations could, at the
most, only pass bye-laws, valid so far as they
did not contradict the general law.

This fulness of Papal power could not
always be exercised, as we shall see, but was
admitted in principle from the Conquest
onwards, nor would it have been disputed,